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months of 1918 kept this home defence reserve intact. The
French Staff had insisted on Haig taking over an extension of
the line from the ground before St. Quentin to the line of the
upper Oise, and this sector was very incompletely entrenched
and heavy work had to be done upon it in the first weeks of the
New Year.

The expected German onset began on the 2ist March when
in mists of the early morning the British were attacked on a
front of some fifty miles from the advanced positions before
Cambrai southwards to the extreme right of their line. It was
the beginning of a week of fighting in which the German onset
surged across the upper Somme and the battle-fields of 1916-17.
In those few days the Allied gains of a year of war were lost.
It was a fighting retreat. Among the outnumbered and wearied
troops, British, Irish, and Colonials, there was no rout or panic
like that of the Russian and Italian armies the year before. In
the last days of March the enemy's progress slowed down, but
by the end of the month, after ten days' fighting, their front
was only eight miles from Amiens, and farther south a salient
of their line was not quite fifty miles from Paris.

As the record of many other advances on both sides has
shown, success in such operations with the immense armies of
our day almost inevitably slows down to a standstill. The more
rapid and far reaching is the first great push, the more certain
is this pause in the advande. The heavy artillery that has
supported the opening attacks has been left far behind, with its
huge stores of ammunition. It will take much time and effort
to bring it up to new positions over war-wasted country, along
roads cratered by shell fire and with bridges destroyed. The
whole system of moving up supplies over new ground has to be
organized, and in this instance the communications of the Ger-
man right attack lay across many miles of country, wrecked
and wasted by the long battles of the Somme and by this
enemy counterstroke.

In April there was a second onset against the front north of
Amiens,, towards the hilly country of the Franco-Belgian border.
Here a break through would have outflanked the Ypres-Yser